A new species of Salvia belonging to Salvia sect. Penellia from the state of Oaxaca is here described and illustrated. Only two species are included within this section: S. pennelli and the new species, S. robertoana. Both species are perennial herbs, with a 3-veined upper calyx lip, included stamens in the galea, late deciduous bracts, corolla tube epapillate inside, pubescent style and violet flowers. However, S. robertoana is distinguished from S. pennellii by its larger, elliptic to elliptic-oblong leaf blades (vs. blades lanceolate, oblong-lanceolate to oblong ovate) with tomentulose upper surface and pale, tomentose lower surface, and shortly decurrent base; usually longer inflorescence and shorter corolla tube and lower lip. A comparative table and an identification key of Salvia sect. Pennellia are provided.
Introduction
is the most diverse genus of the Lamiaceae, with nearly 1,000 species distributed worldwide (Harley et al. 2004) ; as such, it has been traditionally subdivided into four subgenera: Salvia Bentham (1876 Bentham ( : 1195 , Sclarea Bentham (1876 Bentham ( : 1195 , Leonia Bentham (1876 Bentham ( : 1196 and Calosphace (Bentham 1833: 198, 245; Epling 1939: 3) . Among these subgenera, Calosphace has the highest species-richness, is endemic to the American Continent, and has its main center of diversification in Mexico (Jenks et al. 2013) . Martínez-Gordillo et al. (2013) listed 307 species of Salvia for Mexico, with an endemism of 75.5%. Recently, several new species have been described (Bedolla-García & Zamudio 2015 , Fragoso-Martínez et al. 2015 , González-Gallegos 2013 , 2015 , González-Gallegos & Aguilar-Santelises 2014 , González-Gallegos & Castro-Castro 2013 , González-Gallegos et al. 2013 , Lara-Cabrera et al. 2013 , González-Gallegos & López-Enríquez 2016 , Martínez-Gordillo et al. 2016 , Turner 2013 , and currently the number of described species is 331, most of them belonging to Salvia subg. Calosphace. The most recent revision of Salvia subg. Calosphace was made by Epling (1939) , who divided the subgenus into 91 sections. Later, several sections were described (Epling 1940 , 1941 , 1944 , 1947 , 1951 , Epling & Játiva 1966 , Epling & Mathias 1957 , and currently 105 sections, most of them monotypic, are included in this subgenus.
In Mexico, Oaxaca is the state with the highest number of angiosperms (Villaseñor 2014) , as well as the one which embraces more Salvia species. The physiography of this state, due to its geological evolution, explains the diversity of soil types and, consequently, types of vegetation (Centeno-García 2004 Distribution, habitat and phenology:-The new species is thus far known from the state of Oaxaca, in the region of the Mixteca Alta (Fig. 3) , in Pine-Oak forest and xeric shrublands. It has been collected at 2540-2849 m elevation. Flowering and fruiting in August.
Etymology:-The specific epithet robertoana honors Roberto Carreño-Colorado, an enthusiast in botany who has spent time and resources supporting research on the Mexican Lamiaceae.
Discussion:-Salvia robertoana is a small herb, unbranched, with showy inflorescences, due to size and bluish tones of the calyx and bracts. These features, in addition to the size of the corolla, the lower lip slightly longer than the upper lip, and the presence of a functional lever mechanism, suggest that the new species fits into a melittophilous pollination syndrome (Wester & Claben-Bockhoff 2011) . In Table 1 , Salvia robertoana is compared with S. pennellii, which due to its morphological similarity is considered its most closely related species. Although they share traits such as the habit and duration (perennial herbs), as well as the presence of lately deciduous bracts, violet corollas with stamens inserted in the galea and an epapillate corolla tube, S. robertoana can be distinguished by its larger, elliptic to elliptic-oblong leaves, which are tomentose and whitish on the lower side and tomentulose on the upper side, with a shortly decurrent base, longer inflorescences, and usually shorter corolla tube. Salvia pennellii is distributed in northern Mexico (Fig. 3) , where it has been collected in the mountainous zones of San Luis Potosí and Tamaulipas, at 1600 to 2870 m elevation, in oak forests, conifer forests and xeric shrublands, growing on dry and cold limestone slopes (José García, comm. pers.) . This species is cultivated as ornamental for the beauty of its flowers and its resistance to low humidity levels (José García, comm. pers.). On the other hand, S. robertoana is endemic to the Mixteca Alta region of the state of Oaxaca, at elevations of 2540 m or higher, where pine and mixed forests predominate. 
